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TRIBUTES TO PENN JONES, JR. 


Penn Jones was the first of the so-called “First Gen- 
eration Researchers” | was ever privileged to meet per- 
sonally. Appropriately, the date was 22"? November 
(1992) and the place was the Grassy Knoll. | had lis- 
tened as Penn spoke to the assembled crowd and | had 
then joined in the one minute of silence which he called. 
A tiny man, wearing a distinctive blue baseball cap, he 
was then engulfed by admirers and people just wanting 
to say hello and maybe have a photograph taken with 
him. 

| stood back and waited until the crowd had thinned 
out alittle before introducing myself. Penn seemed very 
happy that | had‘taken the time and trouble to travel 
across the Atlantic to visit Dallas and he treated me with 
respect and kindness. No, | didn’t have my photograph 
taken with him - but | did get his autograph! 

The following year, 1993, together with fellow British 
researcher Justin Bowley, | was both proud and privi- 
leged to spend an evening with Penn and his charming 
wife Elaine at their home in Waxahachie Texas. At this 
time, Penn was not in particularly good health but he 
greeted us warmly, answered all our questions and took 
great pride in showing us his magnificent library of JFK- 
related books. He seemed to have two copies of every- 
thing-and they were all in wonderful condition. 

At the end of the evening, he gave us some copies of 
the Midlothian Mirror and he also presented me with a 
copy of his Forgive My Grief Ill. He endorsed it with a 
few short words which still mean so much to me: “To 
lan Griggs-Thanks for your Concern- Sincerely, Penn 
Jones Jr., 11/14/93.” 

| think that was the moment | realized that | had be- 
come “accepted” as a genuine researcher. You don’t 
get a much better tribute than that-from such a respected 
man. 

The research community has lost one of its best-loved 
and most influential figures-but at least we know that 
Penn Jones Jr. is now in a better place, a place where he 
can at last learn the truth about what happened in Dealey 
Plaza all those years ago! — lan Griggs 


Penn Jones Jr. was the finest person | ever met in the 
JFK assassination research. He had true integrity. He 
may have made mistakes, but we all make them. What 
counted with Penn was his honesty and true caring about 
the JFK case and John Kennedy himself. He motivated 
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and energized many researchers. 

Penn went down to Dealey Plaza from his home in 
Midlothian, where he ran a local newspaper, as soon as 
he heard of the ambush, and began investigating the 
story from that point on. From the late Sixties, | began 
staying with him during my trips there. 

Penn was a rare and wonderful thing. He was a true 
“Texas Liberal,” a sort of pure flower that grew in a very 
dangerous environment. Sitting in the office of his pa- 
per, The Midlothian Mirror, he told me the story of how 
his paper was bombed because of his beliefs, and how 
near it was that people were almost killed. 

He described the terrible battle of Anzio in Italy dur- 
ing WWII, when the timeless monastery of Monte 
Cassino with its priceless collection of antiquities was 
bombed to rubble by our planes, when General Mark 
Clark fought and blundered away their lives on the road 
to Rome. Penn, a colonel, retired as a Brigadier Gen- 
eral from the Army, and always carried those scars of 
war. He learned in that baptism of fire and death the 
true meaning of tolerance and democracy. 

Penn published four books that | know of on the as- 
sassination, the Forgive My Grief series, largely a col- 
lection of his newspaper articles, and these were semi- 
nal works on the assassination. He had his ear to the 
ground in Dallas and knew what was going on and what 
happened. He had little use for many of the famous 
people in the case. Because Penn was somewhat iras- 
cible and cantankerous (the word is honest), others 
among the famous researchers in Dallas and elsewhere 
either fell out of favor or broke with him. He was be- 
trayed by some, and he tolerated no dishonesty. Many 
is the researcher he warned me against and he was al- 
ways right. He had quite a nose for.what stinks. 

For many years, where others stayed with Mary Ferrell 
on their trips to Dallas, | stayed with Penn, and his kind- 
ness was unfailing, so you can see where | was shaped. 


‘In 1979 when | had organized a team from the Balti- 


more Sun to go to Dallas and show copies of the au- 
topsy photographs to the Parkland doctors, | stayed with 
him and he drove me to the airport to pick up my team, 
who never came off the plane we drove so far to meet. 
His analysis of that was dead on the mark. 

A book was written about him, Citizen’s Arrest, The 
Dissent of Penn Jones Jr., In The Assassination of JFK, by 
H. C. Nash, and published in 1977. 

We are thankful to his widow, Elaine, for her kindness 
and love in marrying him and carrying for him and put- 
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ting up with all of his friends when he could no longer 
care for himself. Her great act of love and mercy gives 
us all hope, especially for the golden years when one so 
young gave so much of herself, for respecting him and 
sharing the marriage bed, renewing hope and faith and 
reward. Let us be sure that this angel is all right. 
Where the epitaph of some will be “the old bastard 
(and to be politically correct, bitch)!”, we have to re- 
member all that Penn accomplished, and dub him “The 
old rascal!” For after all, he was still a man, with all our 
human failings, feelings, desires, and achievements. And 
for that we are thankful. — Harrison Edward Livingston. 


Penn Jones, to my knowledge, was the first credible 
author to recognize and to make public through his 1969 
nonfiction work “Forgive my Grief” that US Navy LTCDR 
William Bruce Pitzer’s death was no suicide-that his 
death was inextricably connected to the continuing 
cover-up of the conspiracy involved in the assassina- 
tion of JFK. Penn Jones wrote, “Of all the strange deaths 
we have reported, the death of Lieutenant William Pitzer 
is one of the most glaring removals of an importance 
witness. Lieutenant Pitzer served as President Kennedy’s 
autopsy photographer. He had to see the wounds to 
take his pictures, pictures which have never been avail- 
able to qualified researchers. Pitzer told friends that his 
de-briefing after the photographic session was a ‘horri- 
fying experience’ and he stated that he was visited peri- 
odically by military personnel who reminded him re- 
peatedly never to reveal for reasons of ‘national secu- 
rity’ what he saw while taking pictures. Lieutenant Pitzer 
was found dead just before he was due to retire after 28 
years in the service.” 

What Penn Jones had intimated, even alleged, was 
disregarded by a morally weak crowd on Capitol Hill. | 
believe his brief, but cutting analysis of the critical im- 
portance of Pitzer’s death was purposely ignored within 
the body of Congress, not because it was unbelievable, 
but because it rang of truth, and that truth meant the 
fear of retaliation by the conspirators was real in a ter- 
rible and final sense. Was action taken to have Pitzer’s 
autopsy examined with a fine tooth comb? Was any- 
one in Congress made aware that the FBI had conducted 
a wide-ranging investigation of Pitzer’s death which 
proved it could not have been suicide? 

We do know that House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations’ investigator David Martindale spoke to Penn 
Jones by telephone on the 11" day of October 1977 and 
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that Penn Jones told Martindale of his suspicions regard- 
ing Pitzer’s death and Pitzer’s intimate knowledge of 
the truth of JFK’s autopsy results. In Martindale’s report 
to the HSCA (Record number 180-10106-10207, Agency 
file number 002872) Martindale summarizes his con- 
tact with Penn Jones and yet does not recommend fol- 
low-up. Dead Pitzer - dead issue? “They” hope so! 
Penn Jones was not allowed to see Pitzer’s autopsy 
nor the results of the FBI investigation that ensued. For 


25 years Pitzer’s widow was denied her own husband's ' 


autopsy and knew nothing of the FBI investigation. We 
now have both in hand and they tell the truth of what 
killed Pitzer. Penn Jones broke the ground - now it is up 
to the rest of us who respect and honor the truth as he 
did - to lay a foundation and then build a monument to 
justice in this matter by dogged and courageous research; 
by recording, analyzing, and reporting the facts; and 
then stirring the public to demand a real investigation 
of the JFK assassination and the cover-up of what we 
are certain was a conspiracy. 

Penn Jones is watching us from afar. We must not let 
him nor our country down. We must capture the light 
of truth at the end of the conspirator’s tunnel of subter- 
fuge and loose it on the world. Justice must win out! 
— Daniel Marvin 


Other JFK assassination researchers have been more 
closely associated than | with Penn Jones Jr., but none 
has, | think, been more profoundly influenced by Jones 
in his or her personal career. | first met Penn in 1983 on 
a twentieth anniversary visit to Dallas when I was really 
first getting my “feet wet” in this field. | called Penn at 
his home outside Waxahachie and, although | was driv- 
ing a car, he told me it would be easiest if he met me at 
the court house in the center of town. Either Penn was 
late or | was early, and | spent a memorable hour walk- 
ing around that structure made famous in numerous 
movies which depict a “southern” court house. Eventu- 
ally Penn pulled up in his dilapidated auto and | fol- 
lowed him to his equally dilapidated and very remote 
rural home — which turned out to be a monument to 
an intense and still-working student of the case. | saw 
my first copy of the Zapruder film, along with Penn’s 
creative dub of the voice of Dan Rather repeatedly say- 
ing the President’s body lurched forward over a clear Z- 
film depiction of the opposite movement. | began there 
my collection of issues of The Continuing Inquiry and 
Forgive My Grief, to be completed shortly there, after 
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when | prepared.a Penn Jones Jr. Index to both works. | 
also contributed, | think, six articles that were published 
in the TCI and, as Penn seemed disposed to discontinue 
its publication, offered to take over editorship of same. 
Understandably, he was not particularly enthusiastic 
about this proposition, but he urged me to start my own 
journal, which | did in 1984 with The Third Decade 
with the support of other pioneer researchers such as 
Bob Cutler, Dick Sprague, Larry Harris, Ed Tatro, Mary 
Ferrell, and Sylvia Meagher. As we were.discussing the 
economics of newsletter publication, Penn told me “you 
shouldn’t publish a newsletter unless you’re prepared 
to lose $200 a month.” For quite a few years, | said that 
Penn must have been clairvoyant enough to see my ac- 
count books before they were created. 

One way or another, there would likely have been no 
Third (or Fourth) Decade without the encouragement of 
Jones. For this | thank my good friend, Penn Jones Jr. — 
jerry D. Rose 


| met Penn in Boston MA when he was on a panel of 

Warren Report critics 30 Nov. 66. | asked him after- 

wards what (the hell) | could do to help. He said “Re- 

search the hell out of one thing you find you like and 

can do.” |amstill matching shots with wounds. Thank 
you Penn. —— Bob Cutler 
ce 
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